CONFLICT AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOUTHWEST

I.  Texas


A.  Began as a Spanish colony --- later owned by Mexico once Mexico gained independence from Spain @ 1820.


B.  Mexicans living in Texas, Tejanos, face problems:



1.  Native American raids on their settlements



2.  illegal immigrants from the U.S.


C.  Mexico’s solution to Texas’ problems:  grant land to “responsible Americans” in hopes that they will help to protect Texas’ borders

1.  Americans had to agree to become Mexican citizens and Roman Catholics.

2.  Stephen Austin = 1st American to benefit 

 
D.  Americans start wanting Texas to be like U.S.A. ---govern themselves

E.  Mexican dictator Santa Ana sends troops into Texas to control the “troublesome Americans.”

F.  Americans and Tejanos battle to fight Mexican Army and Santa Anna’s general surrenders.  Some think this is the end.  

G.  Santa Ana would never allow this humiliating defeat.  He vows to crush Texans so they will never rise up again.

H.  The Alamo

1.  Sam Houston is commander of the Texan forces.  He wants to “wear out” Mexicans because he knows he is outnumbered.

2.  However, the Texan fighters holed up at the Alamo would not retreat (going against Houston’s orders.)

3.  After 11 days of bombarding the Alamo, the Mexican Army surged and eventually killed all 183 defenders of the Alamo.

4.  This cause thousands of Texans to join the forces to seek revenge ---“Remember the Alamo!”


I.  Texas wins liberty from Mexico in 1836.

II.  California


A.  First settlers were priests who built missions and Spanish/Mexican soldiers who built forts.


B.  By 1840, illegal American immigrants began to come to California.


C.  California’s governor asked Mexican government to send troops from Mexico to protect against U.S. take over…request ignored.


D.  Some Californios want to ask Britain or France for help, but eventually decide best course of action is to join with the U.S.


E.  This will eventually happen after the Mexican-American War.

III.  Mexican - American War


A.  After Texas became its own republic, it wanted to become one of the United States.


B.  Mexico warned U.S that if it annexed Texas, Mexico would consider this an act of war.


C.  1845 – Texas becomes a state ---Mexico breaks off diplomatic relations with the U.S.


D.  President Polk organizes a skirmish with Mexico ---Congress declares war.


E.  U.S. takes New Mexico and California without firing a single shot…then, moves into Mexico.


F.  Bad water and insect-borne diseases kill more American soldiers than bullets.


G. After several difficult battles, the Americans won the final battle at the Chapultepec Castle outside of Mexico city.


H.  The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo



1.  Feb. 2, 1848



2.  U.S. gets Texas, California, and New Mexico territory

3.  U.S. pays Mexico $15 million in cash and agrees to pay off Mexican debts worth over $ 3 million more.

IV.  U.S. now stretches (by 1853) from “sea to shining sea.”  “Manifest Destiny” is fulfilled. 

